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Undergraduate Bursary offer to Fund an elective period of study in Gastroenterology or Hepatology

Growing the Offer for 2025
We should continue to grow and nurture this community and one way to support these members might be to offer modest financial support for an elective period of study (usually 4-12 weeks) in gastroenterology or hepatology for years to come.  This offer is common amongst a number of Royal Colleges and other Medical Societies.
Benefits for the Undergraduate
An elective can be the highlight of a medical student’s study and can bring enormous benefits for a successful future career in a chosen specialty.  
Benefits for the BSG
In the long term, the BSG would be supporting medical student elective placements which prepare students for a successful career in gastroenterology or hepatology.  It would also help to develop and encourage a student’s interest or passion in the specialty. 
In the short term it would: 
· Increase membership of the Society with an improved member offer;
· Nurture the gastroenterologists and hepatologists of the future;
· Encourage those who would not have otherwise thought of a career in the specialty, to sample its’ rich variety.
The Offer
A bursary of up to £500.00 recognising that undertaking an elective has additional costs for the student.  The bursary could cover: 
· Additional accommodation and travel costs
· The administration fee charged by institutions in organising the elective (anything from £50 - £500 based on some brief internet research)
· Visa and immunisation costs for electives abroad.

Eligibility
· Applicants should be medical undergraduates at a UK registered university entering their penultimate or final year of study. 
· The minimum duration of the elective should be four weeks.
· The elective should be related to gastroenterology or hepatology.
· A condition of acceptance of the offer of a bursary is the submission of a report within six weeks of the conclusion of the elective, on benefits and outcomes.  These reports would be placed on the BSG website.  Consideration could be given to inviting the successful candidate to present their report at BSG Live
Timing
Applications would open and be promoted at the beginning of each academic year, close at the end of Term 1, with a decision made early in January.
Application Process
Completion of a prescribed application form to include questions on motivation and hoped for outcomes.
Judging
Anonymised, by three judges.  Judging criteria would include: 
· Relevance to Gastroenterology or Hepatology
· Defined learning objectives delivering benefits to the student 
· Support from the learning institution
· General quality of application 
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